then y,an is said to be absolutely summable by Rieszian means of order k and type X, or summable [ P, X, k\. The case X" = w is of particular interest in this paper. Summability \R, n, k\ has been shown by J. M. Hyslop [3] to be equivalent to absolute Cesàro summability of order k, or summability \C, k\. One of the principal results shown by Obreschkoff was the consistency of the | P, n, k\ means; that is, he showed that summability |P, w, k\ implies summability | P, w, k'\, where k'>k.
In this paper we introduce a method of absolute summability based upon the (a, ß) method of summability defined by Bosanquet and Linfoot [l] . Just as the Bosanquet-Linfoot method generalized Riesz's arithmetic mean (P, n, a), the method given here will generalize absolute Rieszian summability | P, n, a\. Definition 2. A series ^a" is said to be absolutely summable (a, ß), or summable \a, ß\ , where a>0 or a = 0, ß>0, il for each sufficiently large C, In the present paper it will be proved that \a, ß\ summability is consistent in the following sense: \ct, ß\ summability implies \a', ß'\ summability, where either a'>a or a'=a, ß'>ß. In a future paper, the authors propose to show some applications of | a, ß\ summability analogous to known results for absolute Rieszian, or Cesàro, summability.
2. Lemmas. 
An integration by parts of the right side of (3) leads to the inequality
where Cx=\k(l)\ V$F(x). Since £<p) | fu0K(t)A(fi, t)dt\ is a continuous function of u, (4) becomes, with the aid of the first mean-value theorem, Thus the truth of (9) has been established for each partition p and each 7>0. From (9) it follows that F0rG(x) èyVgF(x), and from this the lemma. Proof.
An argument similar to that in the preceding lemma will show that (8) also holds under (hi)*. Then (9) is easily verified, and the conclusion follows.
The consistency theorem.
Theorem. // £a" is summable |a, ß\, then it is summable \ a', ß'\, for a'>a, or a'=a, ß'>ß.
Proof. A routine calculation shows that the first and second factors of the integrands (12) and (13) satisfy the requirements for kiu) and A (re), respectively, in Lemma 1 or 2 (whichever is applicable) for C sufficiently large. The theorem now follows immediately from these two lemmas.
